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BRYAN SIDNEY
Humanity and Nature in Economic Thought Oxford University
Press
A radical reinterpretation of Adam Smith that challenges
economists, moral philosophers, political theorists, and
intellectual historians to rethink him—and why he matters Adam
Smith has long been recognized as the father of modern
economics. More recently, scholars have emphasized his standing
as a moral philosopher—one who was prepared to critique
markets as well as to praise them. But Smith’s contributions to
political theory are still underappreciated and relatively
neglected. In this bold, revisionary book, Paul Sagar argues that
not only have the fundamentals of Smith’s political thought been
widely misunderstood, but that once we understand them
correctly, our estimations of Smith as economist and as moral
philosopher must radically change. Rather than seeing Smith
either as the prophet of the free market, or as a moralist who
thought the dangers of commerce lay primarily in the corrupting
eﬀects of trade, Sagar shows why Smith is more thoroughly a
political thinker who made major contributions to the history of
political thought. Smith, Sagar argues, saw war, not commerce,
as the engine of political change and he was centrally concerned
with the political, not moral, dimensions of—and threats
to—commercial societies. In this light, the true contours and
power of Smith’s foundational contributions to western political
thought emerge as never before. Oﬀering major reinterpretations
of Smith’s political, moral, and economic ideas, Adam Smith
Reconsidered seeks to revolutionize how he is understood. In
doing so, it recovers Smith’s original way of doing political theory,
one rooted in the importance of history and the necessity of
maintaining a realist sensibility, and from which we still have
much to learn.
The Economy of the Word Yale University Press
This new edition of The Life of Adam Smith remains the only book
to give a full account of Smith's life whilst also placing his work
into the context of his life and times. Updated to include new
scholarship which has recently come to light, this full-scale
biography of Adam Smith examines the personality, career, and
social and intellectual circumstances of the Scottish moral
philosopher regarded as the founder of scientiﬁc economics,
whose legacy of thought - most notably about the free market
and the role of the state - concerns us all. Ian Simpson Ross

draws on correspondence, archival documents, the reports of
contemporaries, and the record of Smith's publications to fashion
a lively account of Adam Smith as a man of letters, moralist,
historian, and critic, as well as an economist. Supported with full
scholarly apparatus for students and academics, the book also
oﬀers 20 halftone illustrations representing Smith and the world
in which he lived.
The Theory of Moral Sentiments Princeton University Press
Eric Schliesser's Adam Smith is the product of two decades'
reﬂection by the author on the great Scottish Enlightenment.
Unique among treatments of Adam Smith, Schliesser's book
treats him as a systematic philosopher. Smith was a giant of the
Scottish Enlightenment with polymath interests; Schliesser thus
explores Smith's economics and ethics in light of his other
commitments on the nature of knowledge, the theory of
emotions, the theory of mind, his account of language, the nature
of causation, and his views on methodology. He places Smith's
ideas in the context of a host of other philosophers, especially
Hume, Rousseau, and Newton; and he draws on the reception of
Smith's ideas by Sophie de Grouchy, Mary Wollstonecraft, and
other philosophers and economists to sketch the elements of,
and the detailed connections within, Smith's system. Adam Smith
traces the outlines of Smith's intellectual system and situates it in
the context of his highly developed views on the norms that
govern responsible speech. In particular, the book articulates
Smith's concerns about the impact of his public policy
recommendations, especially on the least powerful in society. In
so doing, Schliesser oﬀers new interpretations of Smith's views
on the invisible hand, the Wealth of Nations, his treatment of
virtue, the nature of freedom, the individual's relationship to
society, his account of the passions, the moral roles of religion,
and his treatment of the role of mathematics in economics. While
the book does oﬀer a single argument, it is organized in a
modular fashion and includes a helpful index; readers with a
more focused interest in Smith's achievements can skip to their
section of interest.
The Invisible Heart Princeton University Press
Brings together Smith's most incisive and enduring observations
on subjects ranging from political and economic history to morals,
taxation, art, education, war and the American colonies.
How Adam Smith Can Change Your Life Penguin UK
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A forgotten book by one of history's greatest thinkers reveals the
surprising connections between happiness, virtue, fame, and
fortune. Adam Smith may have become the patron saint of
capitalism after he penned his most famous work, The Wealth of
Nations. But few people know that when it came to the behavior
of individuals—the way we perceive ourselves, the way we treat
others, and the decisions we make in pursuit of happiness—the
Scottish philosopher had just as much to say. He developed his
ideas on human nature in an epic, sprawling work titled The
Theory of Moral Sentiments. Most economists have never read it,
and for most of his life, Russ Roberts was no exception. But when
he ﬁnally picked up the book by the founder of his ﬁeld, he
realized he’d stumbled upon what might be the greatest self-help
book that almost no one has read. In How Adam Smith Can
Change Your Life, Roberts examines Smith’s forgotten
masterpiece, and ﬁnds a treasure trove of timeless, practical
wisdom. Smith’s insights into human nature are just as relevant
today as they were three hundred years ago. What does it take to
be truly happy? Should we pursue fame and fortune or the
respect of our friends and family? How can we make the world a
better place? Smith’s unexpected answers, framed within the rich
context of current events, literature, history, and pop culture, are
at once profound, counterintuitive, and highly entertaining.
The Impartial Spectator Springer
Adam Smith's ground braking work in economics, "The Wealth of
Nations." Book 1: BOOK I. OF THE CAUSES OF IMPROVEMENT IN
THE PRODUCTIVE POWERS OF LABOUR, AND OF THE ORDER
ACCORDING TO WHICH ITS PRODUCE IS NATURALLY
DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE DIFFERENT RANKS OF THE PEOPLE.
CHAPTER I. OF THE DIVISION OF LABOUR. CHAPTER II. OF THE
PRINCIPLE WHICH GIVES OCCASION TO THE DIVISION OF LABOUR.
CHAPTER III. THAT THE DIVISION OF LABOUR IS LIMITED BY THE
EXTENT OF THE MARKET. CHAPTER IV. OF THE ORIGIN AND USE
OF MONEY. CHAPTER V. OF THE REAL AND NOMINAL PRICE OF
COMMODITIES, OR OF THEIR PRICE IN LABOUR, AND THEIR PRICE
IN MONEY. CHAPTER VI. OF THE COMPONENT PART OF THE PRICE
OF COMMODITIES. CHAPTER VII. OF THE NATURAL AND MARKET
PRICE OF COMMODITIES. CHAPTER VIII. OF THE WAGES OF
LABOUR. CHAPTER IX. OF THE PROFITS OF STOCK. CHAPTER X.
OF WAGES AND PROFIT IN THE DIFFERENT EMPLOYMENTS OF
LABOUR AND STOCK. CHAPTER XI. OF THE RENT OF LAND.
Adam Smith Penguin
It was only in the sixteenth century that texts began to refer to
the signiﬁcance of "economic activity" -- of sustaining life. This
was not because the ordinary business of life was thought
unimportant, but because the principles governing economic
conduct were thought to be obvious or uncontroversial. The
subsequent development of economic writing thus parallels the
development of capitalism in Western Europe. From the
seventeenth to the twenty-ﬁrst century there has been a
constant shift in content, audience, and form of argument as the
literature of economic argument developed. The Economy of the
Word proposes that to understand the various forms that
economic literature has taken, we need to adopt a more literary
approach in economics speciﬁcally, to adopt the instruments and
techniques of philology. This way we can conceive the history of
economic thought to be an on-going work in progress, rather than
the story of the emergence of modern economic thinking. This
approach demands that we pay attention to the construction of
particular texts, showing the work of economic argument in
diﬀerent contexts. In sum, we need to pay attention to the
"economy of the word". The Economy of the Word is divided into
three parts. The ﬁrst explains what the term "economy" has
meant from Antiquity to Modernity, coupling this conceptual
history with an examination of how the idea of national income
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was turned into a number during the ﬁrst half of the twentieth
century. The second part is devoted to Adam Smith's Wealth of
Nations, considering ﬁrst the manner in which Smith deals with
international trade, and then the way in which the book was read
in the course of the nineteenth century. Part III examines the
sources used by Karl Marx and Léon Walras in developing their
economic analysis, drawing attention to their shared intellectual
context in French political economy.
Our Great Purpose Portfolio (Hardcover)
This is a book about the discovery of the great macroeconomic
concepts and ideas by a group of exciting people between the
late 17th and early 19th century. Engaging and vividly written,
the book shows readers how economic concepts evolve over time
and are inﬂuenced by contemporary developments.
Leave Me Alone and I'll Make You Rich Princeton University
Press
Counter to the popular impression that Adam Smith was a
champion of selﬁshness and greed, Jerry Muller shows that the
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations
maintained that markets served to promote the well-being of the
populace and that government must intervene to counteract the
negative eﬀects of the pursuit of self-interest. Smith's analysis
went beyond economics to embrace a larger "civilizing project"
designed to create a more decent society.
Commerce and Strangers in Adam Smith Oxford University Press
on Demand
Humanity and Nature in Economic Thought: Searching for the
Organic Origins of the Economy argues that organic elements
seen as incompatible with rational homo economicus have been
left out of, or downplayed in, mainstream histories of economic
thought. The chapters show that organic aspects (that is, aspects
related to sensitive, cognitive or social human qualities) were
present in the economic ideas of a wide range of important
thinkers including Hume, Smith, Malthus, Mill, Marshall, Keynes,
Hayek and the Polanyi brothers. Moreover, the contributors to
this thought-provoking volume reveal in turn that these aspects
were crucial to how these key ﬁgures thought about the
economy. This stimulating collection of essays will be of interest
to advanced students and scholars of the history of economic
thought, economic philosophy, heterodox economics, moral
philosophy and intellectual history.
The Theory of Moral Sentiments Oxford University Press, USA
In this thought-provoking study, Jack Russell Weinstein suggests
the foundations of liberalism can be found in the writings of Adam
Smith (1723-1790), a pioneer of modern economic theory and a
major ﬁgure in the Scottish Enlightenment. While oﬀering an
interpretive methodology for approaching Smith's two major
works, "The Theory of Moral Sentiments "and "The Wealth of
Nations," Weinstein argues against the libertarian interpretation
of Smith, emphasizing his philosophies of education and
rationality. Weinstein also demonstrates that Smith should be
recognized for a prescient theory of pluralism that preﬁgures
current theories of cultural diversity.
The Essential Adam Smith Princeton University Press
This volume by leading economists and philosophers explores the
contributions that virtue ethics can make to economics. It
provides historical and modern insights in both economics and
philosophy and oﬀers suggestions for incorporating the ethics of
virtue into economics to make it more applicable to moral
dilemmas in the world outside the models.
Adam Smith: An Enlightened Life W. W. Norton & Company
Adam Smith (1723–90) is perhaps best known as one of the ﬁrst
champions of the free market and is widely regarded as the
founding father of capitalism. From his ideas about the promise
and pitfalls of globalization to his steadfast belief in the
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preservation of human dignity, his work is as relevant today as it
was in the eighteenth century. Here, Ryan Hanley brings together
some of the world's ﬁnest scholars from across a variety of
disciplines to oﬀer new perspectives on Smith’s life, thought, and
enduring legacy. Contributors provide succinct and accessible
discussions of Smith’s landmark works and the historical context
in which he wrote them, the core concepts of Smith’s social
vision, and the lasting impact of Smith’s ideas in both academia
and the broader world. They reveal other sides of Smith beyond
the familiar portrayal of him as the author of the invisible hand,
emphasizing his deep interests in such ﬁelds as rhetoric, ethics,
and jurisprudence. Smith emerges not just as a champion of free
markets but also as a thinker whose unique perspective
encompasses broader commitments to virtue, justice, equality,
and freedom. An essential introduction to Adam Smith’s life and
work, this incisive and thought-provoking book features
contributions from leading ﬁgures such as Nicholas Phillipson,
Amartya Sen, and John C. Bogle. It demonstrates how Smith’s
timeless insights speak to contemporary concerns such as growth
in the developing world and the future of free trade, and how his
inﬂuence extends to ﬁelds ranging from literature and philosophy
to religion and law.
Adam Smith Reconsidered Ballantine Books
The economist and historian Deirdre Nansen McCloskey has been
best known recently for her Bourgeois Era trilogy, a vigorous
defense, unrivaled in scope, of commercially tested betterment.
Its massive volumes, The Bourgeois Virtues, Bourgeois Dignity,
and Bourgeois Equality, solve Adam Smith’s puzzle of the nature
and causes of the wealth of nations, and of the moral sentiments
of modernity. The world got rich, she argues, not chieﬂy by
material causes but by an idea and a sentiment, a new
admiration for the middle class and its egalitarian liberalism. For
readers looking for a distillation of McCloskey’s magisterial work,
Leave Me Alone and I’ll Make You Rich is what you’ve been
waiting for. In this lively volume, McCloskey and the economist
and journalist Carden bring together the trilogy’s key ideas and
its most provocative arguments. The rise of the west, and now
the rest, is the story of the rise of ordinary people to a dignity and
liberty inspiring them to have a go. The outcome was an
explosion of innovation after 1800, and a rise of real income by
an astounding 3,000 percent. The Great Enrichment, well beyond
the conventional Industrial Revolution, did not, McCloskey and
Carden show, come from the usual suspects, capital
accumulation or class struggle. It came from the idea of
economic liberty in Holland and the Anglosphere, then Sweden
and Japan, then Italy and Israel and China and India, an idea that
bids fair in the next few generations to raise up the wretched of
the earth. The original shift to liberalism arose from 1517 to 1789
from theological and political revolutions in northwest Europe,
upending ancient hierarchies. McCloskey and Carden contend
further that liberalism and “innovism” made us better humans as
well as richer ones. Not matter but ideas. Not corruption but
improvement. Leave Me Alone and I’ll Make You Rich draws in
entertaining fashion on history, economics, literature, philosophy,
and popular culture, from growth theory to the Simpsons. It is the
perfect introduction for a broad audience to McCloskey’s
inﬂuential explanation of how we got rich. At a time when
conﬁdence in the economic system is under challenge, the book
mounts an optimistic and persuasive defense of liberal innovism,
and of the modern world it has wrought.
How Adam Smith Can Change Your Life Portfolio
Dearest friends -- The cheerful skeptic (1711-1749) -Encountering Hume (1723-1749) -- A budding friendship
(1750-1754) -- The historian and the Kirk (1754-1759) -Theorizing the moral sentiments (1759) -- Fêted in France
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(1759-1766) -- Quarrel with a wild philosopher (1766-1767) -Mortally sick at sea (1767-1775) -- Inquiring into the Wealth of
Nations (1776) -- Dialoguing about natural religion (1776) -- A
philosopher's death (1776) -- Ten times more abuse (1776-1777)
-- Smith's ﬁnal years in Edinburgh (1777-1790) -- Hume's My Own
Life and Smith's Letter from Adam Smith, LL. D. to William
Strahan, Esq
The Wealth of Nations Book 1 Penguin UK
This book analyses the inﬂuence that Adam Smith's philosophy
had on his Wealth of Nations, and reveals the unity in Smith's
extensive system of morals, politics, and economics. It concludes
that Smith was motivated by a political ideal, which was moral
liberalism.
Economics and the Virtues Oxford University Press
What caused the Financial Crisis of 2008? While government
mandates and private sector mistakes did contribute to the crisis
and can be blamed at least in part for what happened, this book
takes a diﬀerent approach. Russ Roberts argues that the true
underlying cause of the mess was the past bailouts of large
ﬁnancial institutions that allowed these institutions to gamble
carelessly because they were eﬀectively using other people's
money. The author warns that despite the passage of DoddFrank, it is widely believed that we have done nothing to
eliminate 'Too Big to Fail.' That perception allows the largest
ﬁnancial institutions to continue to gamble with taxpayer money.
Adam Smith Princeton University Press
In 1776 Adam Smith (1723-90) wrote The Wealth of Nations, a
book so foundational that it has led to him being called the father
of economics. Today he is associated with the promotion of selfinterest, a defense of greed and a criticism of any governmental
'interference' in market transactions which, if left to the 'invisible
hand', will produce prosperity and liberty. Yet if Smith is actually
read these associations are more a caricature than a faithful
portrait. In this Very Short Introduction, Christopher Berry oﬀers a
balanced and nuanced view of this seminal thinker, embedding
his ﬁerce defense of free trade, competition, and assault on
special interests in contemporary European history, politics, and
philosophy. As Berry explores, Smith was more than an
economist. His book The Theory of Moral Sentiment, oﬀered a
complex account of ethics in the context of human social
behavior. His scope as a professor at the University of Glasgow, a
major center of the Scottish Enlightenment, was extensive.
Beyond courses in philosophy and jurisprudence he also gave
classes covering history, literature, and language. In addition to
his two major works he also wrote a pioneering study of the
history of astronomy as an illustration of the motivations that
drive humans to seek answers to questions. He produced, again
derived from his Glasgow classroom, an analysis of the
development of grammar and language. As Christopher Berry
shows, Adam Smith was no narrow thinker, but rather one who
produced not only one of the greatest books in the history of
social science, but also a wide-ranging body of work that remains
signiﬁcant today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
The Oxford Handbook of Adam Smith Createspace
Independent Publishing Platform
The unlikely story of how Americans canonized Adam Smith as
the patron saint of free markets Originally published in 1776,
Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations was lauded by America’s
founders as a landmark work of Enlightenment thinking about
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national wealth, statecraft, and moral virtue. Today, Smith is one
of the most inﬂuential icons of economic thought in America.
Glory Liu traces how generations of Americans have read,
reinterpreted, and weaponized Smith’s ideas, revealing how his
popular image as a champion of American-style capitalism and
free markets is a historical invention. Drawing on a trove of
illuminating archival materials, Liu tells the story of how an
unassuming Scottish philosopher captured the American
imagination and played a leading role in shaping American
economic and political ideas. She shows how Smith became
known as the father of political economy in the nineteenth
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century and was ﬁrmly associated with free trade, and how, in
the aftermath of the Great Depression, the Chicago School of
Economics transformed him into the preeminent theorist of selfinterest and the miracle of free markets. Liu explores how a new
generation of political theorists and public intellectuals has
sought to recover Smith’s original intentions and restore his
reputation as a moral philosopher. Charting the enduring
fascination that this humble philosopher from Scotland has held
for American readers over more than two centuries, Adam
Smith’s America shows how Smith continues to be a vehicle for
articulating perennial moral and political anxieties about modern
capitalism.
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